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The Problems of Philosophy Chapters ix – xii Summary
Like with most of the chapters, Chapter 9 is an overview of Plato’s theory of ideas. Russell uses this theory, which he calls universals, to help readers understand relations as discussed in chapter 8. Russell revisits Plato’s example of justice to explain about ideas. He argues that justice is not identical with an unjust act, and that idea cannot be seen (Russell, 1912, pp. 48). All this issue of ideas leads readers to the world of universals, which Russell argues that all truths involve universals. All adjectives, prepositions, verbs, and proper names are universals, argues Russell.
Chapter 10, titled “On Our Knowledge of Universals” seeks to advance the reader’s understanding of universals. The author explains that universals may be divided along lines such as white, black, and red among other sense-data descriptions. Russell explains the different ways of classifying universals, including acquaintance, resemblance, and similarity. Russell also returns to the issue of Priori he had left unresolved in chapter 8. He now says it the relation of universals which makes the basis of priori knowledge. For instance, it is the relation between two and four that makes two plus two equals four (Russell, 1912, pp. 53). Using plain language, Russell explains that people may know propositions without knowing the instances. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Russell’s chapter on intuitive knowledge highlights the significance of instances. It is by connecting instances that we reason. Chapter 11 is more of a refutation of Socrates’ reason (Russell, 1912, pp. 58).  Russell urges that it may be difficult to explain the reason for every situation. The author also introduces the concepts of self-evident truths and judgments of memory. He goes ahead to describe memory as a recollection of the most recent incidences (Russell, 1912, pp. 59). Throughout the chapter, Russell utilizes his philosophical thought to explain concepts that are otherwise ignored but of great significance. 
Chapter 12 is about truth and falsehood which brings to light the knowledge of things from the knowledge of truths. Russell argues that while we may know things concisely, the knowledge of truths always includes some error (Russell, 1912, pp. 62). He argues that falsehood must exist for the truth to exist, and beliefs must exist for falsehood to exist. Russell refutes a belief held by many philosophers that argue that beliefs have a high correlation with the truth. The author concludes that beliefs must correspond with some complex phenomena while falsehood does not have to.  Russell uses a plain, understandable language and relatable examples to bring forth his arguments.
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